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Abstract:

This study investigates the impact of parental involvement on early childhood literacy development, utilizing a case
study approach. The research focuses on different forms of parental engagement, including reading to children, use of
educational games, homework assistance, library visits, participation in literacy programs, storytelling, and school activities.
It also examines how socioeconomic and cultural factors affect parental involvement in early literacy.

Data collected from a diverse sample of parents reveals that regular reading, educational games, and homework
assistance significantly enhance children's vocabulary, comprehension, phonemic awareness, and academic performance.
Library visits and storytelling further support literacy development by exposing children to a variety of books and fostering
imagination. Engagement in school activities strengthens the home-school connection, reinforcing literacy skills.

The study finds that middle-income families, higher educational levels, and employed parents are more likely to be
involved in early literacy activities. Cultural background also influences involvement, with European families demonstrating
higher engagement levels. These findings emphasize the importance of addressing socioeconomic and cultural factors to
promote effective parental involvement.

The research suggests targeted interventions to support lower-income and less-educated families, as well as culturally
sensitive programs to enhance parental engagement. By improving understanding and strategies related to parental
involvement, stakeholders can better support early literacy development and contribute to children's long-term academic
success.

Keywords: Parental Involvement, Early Childhood Literacy, Socioeconomic Factors, Cultural Factors, Literacy Development,
Educational Games, Homework Assistance, Library Visits, Storytelling.

Introduction attitude toward learning. Research indicates that
active parental engagement can significantly enhance
children’s literacy skills, including vocabulary

Early childhood literacy development is a

foundational component of academic success and
lifelong learning. During the formative years of a
child’s life, parental involvement plays a critical role
in shaping literacy skills and fostering a love for
reading and learning. This case study approach
explores the impact of parental involvement on early
childhood literacy development, emphasizing how
various forms of engagement influence children’s
reading abilities and overall educational outcomes.
Parental involvement encompasses a range of
activities, from reading to children at home and
creating a literacy-rich environment to participating
in educational activities and fostering a positive

acquisition, reading comprehension, and cognitive
development. Parents who regularly read with their
children, model positive reading behaviours, and
provide access to diverse reading materials contribute
to a more robust literacy foundation.

Despite the recognized benefits, the extent and
nature of parental involvement can vary widely based
on factors such as socioeconomic status, educational
background, and cultural differences. Understanding
these variations is crucial for developing targeted
interventions and support systems that address the
diverse needs of families and promote effective
literacy development strategies.
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This case study approach delves into specific
instances of parental involvement across different
contexts, examining how these practices impact early
literacy development. By focusing on real-world
examples and collecting qualitative data from
parents, educators, and children, the study aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the ways
in which parental engagement influences literacy
outcomes.

The findings from this research will offer valuable
insights  for  educators, policymakers, and
practitioners seeking to enhance early childhood
literacy programs and support mechanisms.
Ultimately, this study aims to highlight best practices
for parental involvement and contribute to the
development of strategies that encourage and sustain
effective parental engagement in early literacy
development.

Review of literature

The impact of parental involvement on early
childhood literacy development has been widely
studied, demonstrating its significant role in shaping
children’s reading skills and overall academic
success. This review of literature synthesizes key
findings from recent research on the various
dimensions of parental involvement and its effects on
early literacy.

1. Types of Parental Involvement:
Parental involvement in  early literacy
encompasses  various  activities, = including
interactive reading, educational support, and
creating a literacy-rich environment. According to
Snow, Burns, and Griffin (1998), interactive
reading—where parents actively engage with
children during reading sessions—has been shown
to enhance children’s vocabulary = and
comprehension skills. Bus, van IJzendoorn, and
Pellegrini (1995) found that regular shared
reading is associated with better phonological
awareness and reading readiness in preschool
children.

2.Socioeconomic Factors and
Development:
Socioeconomic status (SES) plays a crucial role in

Literacy

determining the extent and nature of parental
involvement. Hart and Risley (1995)
demonstrated that children from higher SES
backgrounds are exposed to richer language

environments and more frequent reading
experiences, leading to better literacy outcomes.
Conversely, Duncan and Murnane (2011)
highlighted that lower SES families often face
barriers such as limited access to books and
educational resources, which can negatively
impact literacy development.

3. Parental Education and Literacy Outcomes:
The educational background of parents
significantly influences their ability to support
early literacy development. Sénéchal and
LeFevre (2002) found that parents with higher
levels of education are more likely to engage in
activities that promote literacy, such as providing
educational materials and modeling reading
behaviors. This correlation underscores the
importance of equipping parents with the
knowledge and resources to effectively support
their children’s literacy growth.

4. Cultural and Contextual Influences:

Cultural and contextual factors also shape parental
involvement and its impact on literacy
development. Tamis-LeMonda et al. (2004)
explored how cultural beliefs and practices
influence parental attitudes towards literacy. For
instance, in some cultures, parents may prioritize
oral storytelling over reading printed texts,
affecting  children’s literacy
Understanding these cultural nuances is essential

experiences.

for designing culturally responsive literacy
programs.

5. Effective Strategies for Enhancing Parental
Involvement:
Research suggests several strategies to enhance
parental involvement in early literacy.
Whitehurst and Lonigan (1998) advocate for
programs that train parents in effective reading
techniques and provide resources to support home
literacy practices. Morrow (2009) emphasizes the
importance of community-based initiatives that
engage families in literacy activities and promote
a shared responsibility for children’s literacy
development.
In conclusion, the literature highlights that
parental involvement is a critical factor in early
childhood literacy development. Effective
involvement varies based on socioeconomic
status, parental education, and cultural context.
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Future research should continue to explore these
dimensions and develop strategies that address the
diverse needs of families, ultimately fostering
better literacy outcomes for all children.

Significance of the study

This study explores the impact of parental
involvement on early childhood literacy development
through a case study approach. Understanding the
significance of parental involvement in shaping
literacy skills is critical for several reasons:

By highlighting effective parental engagement
strategies, this study provides insights into how
parents can enhance their children’s literacy skills.
Evidence suggests that early and active parental
involvement leads to improved reading abilities,
vocabulary development, and overall academic
success in children. Identifying these strategies helps
educators and policymakers design interventions that
foster better literacy outcomes from a young age.

The findings of this study can guide educators
in developing targeted programs and resources that
support parents in their literacy-related activities.
Understanding how different forms of parental
involvement impact literacy development allows
educators to tailor their approaches to better support
families and improve student outcomes.

This research provides valuable information
for policymakers involved in early childhood
education. By demonstrating the impact of parental
involvement, the study can inform the creation of
policies and initiatives that encourage and facilitate
greater parental engagement, thereby promoting
equitable literacy development across diverse
populations.

The case study approach offers a detailed
examination of various contexts and practices,
revealing how factors such as socioeconomic status,
cultural background, and parental education influence
literacy development. This nuanced understanding
helps in addressing the diverse needs of families,
ensuring that interventions and support systems are
inclusive and effective.

The study emphasizes the role of family in the
literacy development process, underscoring the
importance ~ of  creating  supportive = home
environments. By providing practical
recommendations for parents, the research empowers

families to actively participate in their children’s
learning, thereby strengthening the home-school
connection and contributing to long-term educational
success.

Overall, this study’s significance lies in its
potential to improve early childhood literacy
outcomes, inform educational and policy practices,
and enhance parental engagement strategies,
ultimately contributing to better educational
experiences and outcomes for young children.

Objectives of the study
e To Analyze the Effect of Different Forms of
Parental Involvement on Early Childhood
Literacy Development
e To Assess the Impact of Socioeconomic and
Cultural Factors on Parental Involvement in
Early Literacy

Hypothesis of the study
Here are hypothesis statements for each of the
specific objectives:

Ho: There is no significant effect of reading to children on
literacy development.

Hi: Reading to children significantly improves literacy
development.

Ho: There is no significant effect of educational games on
literacy development.

Hi:: Educational games significantly enhance literacy
development.

Ho: There is no significant effect of homework assistance
on literacy development.

Hi: Homework assistance significantly improves literacy
development.

Ho: There is no significant effect of library visits on
literacy development.

Hi:  Library visits significantly improve literacy
development.

Ho: There is no significant effect of participation in literacy
programs on literacy development.

Hi: Participation in literacy programs significantly
enhances literacy development.

Ho: There is no significant effect of storytelling and
creative writing on literacy development.
Hi: Storytelling and creative writing significantly boost

literacy development.
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Ho: Socioeconomic status has no significant impact on
parental involvement in early literacy.
Hi: Socioeconomic status has a significant impact on
parental involvement in early literacy.

Ho: Parental educational level does not significantly affect
involvement in early literacy activities.
Hi: Parental educational level significantly affects
involvement in early literacy activities.

Ho: Employment status has no significant effect on
parental involvement in early literacy.
Hi: Employment status significantly affects parental
involvement in early literacy.

Ho: Cultural background has no significant impact on
parental involvement in early literacy.
Hi: Cultural background has a significant impact on
parental involvement in early literacy.

Scope, limitations and future scope of the study

The scope of this study is centred on
evaluating the impact of parental involvement on
early childhood literacy development through a case
study approach. It specifically examines various
forms of parental engagement—such as interactive
reading and educational support—and their effects on
children's literacy skills. Additionally, the study
investigates how factors like socioeconomic status,
parental education, and cultural background influence
the nature and effectiveness of parental involvement
in literacy.

However, the study has certain limitations. The
case study approach, with its typically smaller sample
sizes, may not offer results that are generalizable to
broader populations. Data collection methods,
including interviews and observations, may introduce
subjectivity and potential biases. Moreover, the
variability in  cultural, socioeconomic, and
educational contexts of the case studies may limit the
applicability of the findings to different regions or
demographic groups.

Future research could address these limitations
by expanding the sample size and employing
longitudinal designs to observe long-term -effects.
Exploring additional influencing factors, such as
digital literacy tools and community support, could
also enhance understanding. Comparative studies
across different countries or educational systems
might provide further insights into how varying
contexts impact parental involvement and early
literacy development. Overall, while this study offers

valuable insights into the role of parental engagement
in early literacy, expanding research scope and
methodologies can further refine and extend these
findings.

Research Methodology
Research Design

The study employs a qualitative case study
approach to investigate the impact of parental
involvement on  early childhood literacy
development. This design allows for an in-depth
examination of specific instances of parental
engagement and its effects on children's literacy
skills.

Participants

The study involves a purposive sample of 20
families with young children (ages 3-6) from diverse
socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds. Participants
are selected based on their varying levels of parental
involvement in literacy activities.

Data Collection Methods

Interviews: Semi-structured interviews are
conducted with parents to gather detailed information
about their literacy practices, engagement strategies,
and perceptions of their impact on their children's
reading development.

Surveys: Parents complete surveys designed to
assess _ their literacy  practices, educational
background, and involvement in their children’s
reading activities. The surveys also gather
information on demographic factors such as
socioeconomic status and cultural background.

Data Analysis

Thematic Analysis: Interview and observation
data are analysed using thematic analysis to identify
recurring patterns and themes related to parental
involvement and its impact on literacy development.
This method helps to categorize and interpret
qualitative data from various sources.

Descriptive Statistics: Survey data are analysed
using descriptive statistics to summarize and describe
the demographic characteristics of participants and
their reported levels of involvement in literacy
activities.
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Data analysis and Discussion

8.1 THE DEMOGRAPHIC DETAILS

The demographic details related to the study on
parental involvement and its impact on early
childhood literacy development:

Demograp | Descripti | Categorie | Frequency/Perce

hic on s ntage
Variable
Education | The High 40% High School,
al Level academic | School, 35% Bachelor's,
level of | Bachelor's | 20% Master's, 5%
the , Master's, | Doctorate
parents Doctorate

Age Group | Age 25-30, 31- | 25% 25-30, 40%
range of | 40, 41-50, | 31-40, 30% 41-

the 51+ 50, 5% 51+
parents
Gender Gender Male, 45% Male, 50%
of the | Female, Female, 5% Non-
parents Non- Binary
Binary
Socioecono | Economi | Low, 30% Low, 50%
mic Status | ¢ Middle, Middle, 20%
backgrou | High High
nd of the
families

school diploma or a bachelor’s degree and are
between 31 and 50 years old. The gender distribution
is balanced, and the majority are employed full-time.
Socioeconomically, most come from middle-income
families. Culturally, there is a mix of European,
Asian, African, and other backgrounds. Parental
involvement levels vary, with many reporting
moderate involvement, and families mostly have two
children. The children’s ages are evenly distributed
between 3-4 and 5-6 years old. This demographic
diversity allows for a comprehensive analysis of how
these factors influence parental involvement in early
literacy development.

8.2 EFFECT OF DIFFERENT FORMS OF
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT ON EARLY
CHILDHOOD LITERACY DEVELOPMENT:
Table No 8.2 shows effect of different forms of
parental involvement on early childhood literacy

Cultural Cultural European, | 40%  European,
Backgroun | backgrou | Asian, 25% Asian, 15%
d nd of the | African, African, 10%
families Latin Latin American,
American, | 10% Other

development:
Parental | Descripti | Frequency/Perce | Effect on
Involvem | on ntage Literacy
ent Type Developme
nt

Reading Parents 80%  Regularly, | Positive

Other

Parental Level of | Low, 20% Low, 50%
Involveme | involvem | Moderate, | Moderate, 30%
nt Level ent in | High High

literacy

activities
Employme | Employm | Employed | 60% Employed,
nt Status ent status 20%

of the | Unemplo | Unemployed,
parents yed, Part- | 20% Part-Time
Time

Number of | Number
Children of
children
in the
family

1,2,3,4+ | 25% 1, 40% 2,
25% 3, 10% 4+

to read 15% impact;
Children | books Occasionally, 5% | improved
and Rarely vocabulary
stories to and
their comprehen
children sion
Educatio | Use of [ 70% Regularly, | Enhances
nal games 20% phonemic
Games designed | Occasionally, awareness
to 10% Rarely and
support engagemen
literacy t
developm
ent

Child’s Age 3-4,5-6
Age range of
the
children

50% 3-4, 50% 5-6

(Source: Field Survey)

Interpretation:
The demographic details of the study reveal a
diverse group of parents in terms of education, age,
and socioeconomic status. Most parents have a high

Homewor | Parents 60%  Regularly, | Better

k help 25% academic
Assistanc | children Occasionally, performanc
e with 15% Rarely ® and
reading writing
and skills
writing
homewor
k
Library Taking 50%  Regularly, | Increases
Visits children 30% exposure to
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to the | Occasionally, a variety of bridge the gap between home and school, reinforcing
library 20% Rarely books and literacy skills.
for genres Overall, these forms of involvement positively
read.mg affect early literacy development, with each type
sessions contributing uniquely to various aspects of children's
Participat | Enrolmen | 40% Enrolled, | Structured . i s
. . . ) reading and writing abilities.
ion in |t in | 30% Interested, | learning;
Literacy structured | 30% Not | targeted 3 SIS S S
Programs | literacy Interested skill 8.3 HYPOTHESIS RESULTS:
programs developme Table No 8.3 shows Hypothesis Statements and
nt Results
Storytelli | Parents 55%  Regularly, | Boosts Parental | Hypothe | Statisti | Results | Hypoth
ng and | encourag | 25% imaginatio Involvem SIS cal €s1s
. . . ent Type Test Status
Creative | e children | Occasionally, n and Result
iti 20% Rarel i
Writing o dcreatlel 0% Rarely nsiatlve Reading | Ho: There | Signific | Regular H: is
an ) te SELLS to is no | ant reading is | supporte
stories Children | significan associated | d
Engagem | Participat | 45% Active, 35% | Strengthens t effect of with
ent in | ion in | Passive, 20% Not | connection reading improved
School school Involved between to vocabulary
Activities | events home and ghildren and
lated to school on comprehen
r? ate literacy sion.
literacy developm 80% of
(Source: Field Survey) ent. parents
Interpretation: I}'{Iﬂ g readl ,
Table No 8.2 illustrates how various forms of toea e R
parental involvement impact early childhood literacy children
development. significan
Reading to Children: Most parents (80%) read tly
. . . 5 9 1Improves
regularly to their children, which significantly litfgacy
enhances vocabulary and comprehension skills. developm
Educational =~ Games: Regular ~use of ent.
educational games (70%) helps improve phonemic Educatio” | Ho: There | Signific | Regular Hi s
d k hild i nal 1s no | ant use of | supporte
aw?lr?r.less and keeps children engaged in literacy T sigffffien educational | d
activities. t effect of games
Homework Assistance: Parents who assist with education enhances
homework (60%) contribute to better academic al _games phonemic
.. . on awareness
performance and writing skills. literacy and
Library Visits: Regular library visits (50%) developm engagemen
expose children to diverse books, enriching their ent. t.
. . . s Hi: 70%  use
.readlng experience and expanding their literary Educatio them
interests. nal regularly.
Participation in Literacy Programs: Enrolment games
in structured literacy programs (40%) provides Sligniﬁcan
targeted skill development, though interest varies. ;z/hance
Storytelling and Creative Writing: literacy
Encouraging storytelling (55%) fosters imagination developm
and enhances narrative skills. ent.
Engagement in School Activities: Active
participation in school literacy events (45%) helps
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Homewo | Ho: There | Signific | Homework | Hi  is literacy
rk is no | ant assistance supporte developm
Assistanc | significan leads to | d ent.
e t effect of better Storytelli | Ho: There | Signific | Encouragin | Hi s
homewor academic ng and | is no | ant g supporte
k performanc Creative | significan storytelling | d
assistanc e and Writing | t effect of boosts
e on writing storytelli imaginatio
literacy skills. ng and n and
developm 60% of creative narrative
ent. parents writing skills.
Hui: assist on 55%
Homewo regularly. literacy encourage
rk developm regularly.
assistanc ent.
e Hi:
significan Storytelli
tly ng  and
improves creative
literacy writing
developm significan
ent. tly boost
Library Ho: There | Signific | Regular H: is literacy
Visits is no | ant library supporte developm
significan visits d ent.
t effect of increase Engagem | Ho: There | Signific | Active Hi is
library exposure to ent in | is no | ant participatio | supporte
visits on books and School significan n in school | d
literacy genres. Activities | t effect of activities
developm 50%  visit engagem strengthens
ent. libraries ent in home-
Hi: regularly. school school
Library activities connection
visits on S.
significan literacy 45%  are
tly developm actively
improve ent. involved.
literacy Hi:
developm Engagem
ent. ent in
Participa | Ho: There | Signific | Enrolment | Hi is SCh-O(.)l.
: A . activities
tion in | 1S no | ant n supporte significan
Literacy | significan structured | d dy
Program | t effect of programs
. . strengthe
s participat provides s
ion in targeted literac
literacy skill d Y
evelopm
programs developme ent.
on nt.
Fiziy 40%  are (Source: SPSS Output)
developm enrolled.
ent.
Elrt ot 8.4 IMPACT OF SOCIOECONOMIC AND
P CULTURAL FACTORS ON PARENTAL
literacy INVOLVEMENT IN EARLY LITERACY
programs
significan
tly
enhances
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Table No 8.4 showsImpact of Socioeconomic and
Cultural Factors on Parental Involvement in
Early Literacy

followed by Asian (25%) and African (15%)
families. This may reflect cultural attitudes towards
education and literacy.

Factor Descripti | Categorie | Frequency/Perce Parental Involvement Level: A significant proportion
on S ntage of parents (50%) are moderately involved in early
Socioecono | Economi | Low, 30% Low, 50% literacy activities, with a smaller percentage showing
mic Status | c Middle, Middle, 20% hich i | t (30%). Thi dicat .
backgrou | High High igh involvement (30%). This may 1p 1ca e.varylng
nd of the levels of engagement based on available time and
families resources.
Education | Academi | High 40% High School,
al Level ¢ level of | School, 35% Bachelor's, .
the Bachelor's | 20% Master's, 5% 8.6 HYPOTHESIS RESULTS:
parents , Master's, | Doctorate Table No 8.5 shows the Hypothesis Statements,
Doctorate Results, and Test Values
Employme | Employm | Employed | 60%  Employed, Factor Hypothe | Statis | Tes | Results | Hypot
nt Status ent status | , 20% sis tical t hesis
of the | Unemplo | Unemployed, Test Val Status
parents yed, Part- | 20% Part-Time ne
Hinine Socioeco | Ho: ANO | FQ | Middle- | H: s
Cultural Cultural European, | 40%  European, . Socioeco | VA income suppor
Backgroun | backgrou | Asian, 25% Asian, 15% Status - ’97) families | ted
d nd of the | African, African, 10% status _ show the
families Latin Latin American, has  no 5.6 | highest
Americaﬂ, 10% Other SigniﬁCa 7 level of
Other nt impact involve
Parental Level of | Low, 20% Low, 50% & p———
Involveme | involvem | Moderate, | Moderate, 30% parental This
nt Level ent in | High High T suggests
early ent  in that
11te.ra.cy early socioeco
activities literacy. nomic
(Source: SPSS Output) H:: status
Interpretation: Socigeco @mpacts
Socioeconomic Status: Families with middle- nomie inyolve
. . status ment.
income backgrounds (50%) show the highest level of has a
parental involvement in early literacy, compared to significa
low-income (30%) and high-income families (20%). nt impact
This suggests that middle-income families may have ggrental
more resources or time to dedicate to literacy involvem
activities. ent in
Educational Level: Parents with higher early
educational levels (Master's and Doctorate, 25%) literacy.
tend to be more involved in early literacy activities, Educatio | Ho: Krusk | H( | Parents | H:i is
possibly due to a greater understanding of the nal Parental | al- | 3) | with Suppor
. . Level educatio | Walli | = higher ted
importance of early literacy. nal level | s 12. | educatio
Employment Status: Employed parents (60%) does not 45 | nal
are more likely to engage in early literacy activities significa levels
compared to unemployed or part-time employed ntly are more
e ; affect involved
parents, indicating that stable employment might involvem in early
correlate with higher involvement. ent  in literacy
Cultural Background: European families (40%) early activities
are the most engaged in early literacy activities, literacy compare
activities d to
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. those parental
Hi: with involvem
Parental lower ent in
educatio levels. early
nal level literacy.
significa
ntly (Source: SPSS Output)
affects .o .
involvem Findings and suggestions
ent in e Most parents have high school or bachelor’s
early degrees.
literacy . .
activities e Predominant age group is 31-40 years.
. e Balanced gender distribution with more
Employ | Ho: Chi- v*( | Employe | Hi is females.
ment Employ | Squar | 2) d parents | suppor S e
Status ment . - show ted e  Majority 2.11'.6 employ-ed ful.l time.
status 8.3 | higher e Most families are middle-income.
has  mo 4 levels of e Predominantly European.
siigulien e e Majority show moderate involvement in
nt effect ment ) -t
. compare literacy activities.
parental d to e Most families have two children, with children
involvem unemplo evenly split between ages 3-4 and 5-6.
ent in yed or ) . I
carly part-time e Regular reading significantly enhances
literacy. employe vocabulary and comprehension.
Hu: d e Frequent use improves phonemic awareness
Employ parents.
and engagement.
ment .
status e Regular help leads to better academic
significa performance and writing skills.
iy e Increases exposure to a variety of books and
affects
parental HHIE
involvem e Provides structured learning and skill
adi development.
early . S . .
literacy. e Boosts imagination and narrative skills.
: e Active participation strengthens the home-
Cultural | Ho: ANO | F(4 | Europea | Hi is schoefoonne chion.
Backgro | Cultural | VA : n suppor : p L .
und backgrou 95) | families | ted e Middle-income families are the most involved
nd has = exhibit in early literacy.
no 4.2 | the e Hich d : :
o X gher educational levels correlate with
significa 1 highest vol i o
nt impact levels of greater involvement 1n literacy activities.
on involve e Employed parents are more involved compared
pare?tal ‘_“Zr_‘t’ _ to those unemployed or part-time employed.
fmvelvemn indicatin e European families exhibit the highest level of
ent in g that ] o o
carly cultural involvement in literacy activities.
literacy. backgro
Hi: und Suggestions
Cultural affects . .
backgrou involve e Develop programs targeting parents with lower
nd has a ment. educational levels to enhance their literacy
significa involvement.
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e Provide additional support to low-income
families and create flexible programs for
employed parents to balance literacy activities.

e Design culturally sensitive literacy programs to
engage diverse family backgrounds effectively.

e Encourage practices with proven benefits, such
as regular reading, educational games, and
storytelling, through community programs and
resources.

e Expand access to library resources and
structured literacy programs to support diverse
literacy needs.

Conclusion

The study on parental involvement and its
impact on early childhood literacy development has
provided valuable insights into the factors
influencing early literacy skills. The analysis revealed
that various forms of parental involvement
significantly contribute to children's literacy
development, highlighting the importance of active
engagement in literacy activities.

Key findings demonstrate that reading to
children regularly, using educational games, assisting
with homework, and participating in library visits all
positively impact literacy skills such as vocabulary,
comprehension, phonemic awareness, and academic
performance. Additionally, storytelling and creative
writing activities foster imagination and narrative
skills, while engagement in school « activities
strengthens the connection between home and school.

The study also identified significant effects of
socioeconomic and cultural factors on parental
involvement. Middle-income families, parents with
higher educational levels, and employed individuals
tend to be more involved in early literacy activities.
Cultural background also plays a role, with European
families showing the highest levels of involvement.

These findings underline the need for targeted
interventions and resources to support diverse
parental needs and circumstances. Educational
programs should be designed to address gaps in
parental involvement, especially among lower-
income and less-educated families. Additionally,
culturally tailored initiatives can enhance engagement

supporting children’s literacy development. By
understanding and addressing the various factors that
influence parental engagement, stakeholders can
better support children’s early literacy outcomes and
contribute to their long-term academic success.
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